June 30™, 2005

The Honourable James Peterson
Minister for International Trade
Lester B. Pearson Building

125 Sussex Drive

Ottawa, ON K1A 0G4

Re: Making the Doha Development Agenda Win-Win for Farmers in Canada
and the South

Dear Minister Peterson:

We would like to thank you for meeting with representatives from our organizations on
May 18", 2005. At that time, we had just launched a new farm and civil society
organization alliance with a joint declaration outlining common concerns of Canada and
the South regarding the current WTO negotiations. Please find attached a copy of this
joint declaration, with an expanded list of endorsers. We wish to underscore the key
issues flowing from this declaration that require timely action by Canada as negotiations
intensify at the WTO in anticipation of the July and December meetings.

We are concerned that the Canadian government is unduly fixated on liberalization as the
primary goal of this round, and have, as a result, ignored key areas of common cause with
developing countries. Canada is known as an aggressive demandeur of open markets in
the South. Yet this is not a position that is reflective of our own experience and success in
agriculture. The Canadian model is a mixed model of agriculture with diverse marketing
systems; over time some sectors have been built up as competitive global exporters,
others have maintained a focus on meeting the needs of the domestic market. For
producers in developing countries, Canada’s strategic use of national policy to build this
mixed and diverse approach to agriculture is looked to as a global standard of farm
leadership and democratic policy.

The strong interest in the South for building orderly marketing mechanisms such as
supply management, points to the broader reality of agriculture and the development
agenda. While developing countries certainly seek better access for their major
agricultural exports, the South also has vital defensive trade interests in agriculture. In
fact, States have legal obligations under human rights treaties they have signed, to adopt
national policies that promote and protect adequate living standards and food security.

There exists within the G-20 and G-33, a strong interest in preserving and introducing
flexibilities into WTO rules that allow basic means to manage borders and markets in
order to protect vulnerable farm livelihoods. This defensive agenda, not market access,
offers the most important development gains for agriculture in the Doha round and is key
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